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(57) ABSTRACT

The damping device (10) according to the invention is
designed to damp a shock in a longitudinal direction (X). It
includes a central pad (12), designed to be secured with a
first member (14A) of the coupling device (14), and two side
wings (18), each formed by a thin plate extending in the
longitudinal direction (X). Each side wing (18) includes at
least one first longitudinal region (20), secured to the central
pad (12), at least one second longitudinal region (22),
designed to be secured with a railroad vehicle, and at least
one line of least resistance (24), separating the first (20) and
second (22) longitudinal regions from each other, extending
over the side wing (18) in the longitudinal direction (X).

8 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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DAMPING DEVICE, IN PARTICULAR FOR A
RAILROAD VEHICLE COUPLING DEVICE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a damping device, in
particular for a railroad vehicle coupling device.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A coupling device is designed to provide a connection
between two railroad vehicles. Such a coupling device is
known in itself, and in particular includes a first member,
designed to be connected to one of said vehicles, and a
second member designed to be connected to the other of said
vehicles.

In some cases, a damping device is arranged behind a
connection between the first member of the coupling device
and the corresponding railroad vehicle, in order to absorb the
energy of an impact, in a longitudinal direction, from one
vehicle to another.

Such a damping device is already known in the state of the
art, but has a relatively complex and heavy structure.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention in particular aims to resolve this drawback,
by providing a damping device having a simple structure,
therefore inexpensive to produce, while contributing to
continuous and homogenous energy dissipation throughout
the duration of an impact.

To that end, the invention in particular relates to a
damping device, in particular for a railroad vehicle coupling
device, designed to damp an impact in a first so-called
longitudinal direction, characterized in that it includes a
central pad, designed to be secured with a first member of
the coupling device, and two side wings, each formed by a
thin plate extending in the longitudinal direction, each side
wing including:

at least one first longitudinal region, secured to the central

pad,

at least one second longitudinal region, designed to be

secured with a first railroad vehicle,

at least one line of least resistance, separating the first and

second longitudinal regions from each other, extending
over the side wing in the longitudinal direction.

In case of impact, the central pad is moved longitudinally
in the space delimited between the side wings. This move-
ment involves tearing of said line of least resistance, and
deformation of said first longitudinal region, thus absorbing
at least part of the energy from the impact.

This energy absorption is done over the entire length of
the line of least resistance, therefore for example over
approximately the entire length of the side wings.

It should be noted that such a damping device has a very
simple structure.

A damping device according to the invention may further
include one or more of the following features, considered
alone or according to all technically possible combinations.

Each side wing includes two second longitudinal regions,

i.e., an upper second longitudinal region and a lower
second longitudinal region, positioned on either side of
the first longitudinal region in a second direction sub-
stantially perpendicular to the longitudinal direction,
the upper second longitudinal region is separated from
the first longitudinal region by an upper line of least
resistance, and the lower second longitudinal region is
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separated from the first longitudinal region by a lower
line of least resistance, the upper and lower lines of
least resistance extending parallel to each other, in the
longitudinal direction.

The damping device comprises a metal foil, said metal
foil being cut and bent so as to form the central pad and
the side wings.

Each second longitudinal region of the side wings
includes a first part, positioned on a first side of the
central pad in the longitudinal direction, and a second
part, positioned on a second side of the central pad in
the longitudinal direction, said first part being designed
to be secured to said first railroad vehicle.

The central pad includes fastening orifices for fastening
said first member to the coupling device.

The central pad has a height, in a second direction
perpendicular to the longitudinal direction, substan-
tially equal to a height of the first region of each side
wing in that same second direction.

The side wings extend perpendicular to the central pad,
and parallel to each other.

The side wings are symmetrical to each other relative to
a central plane, parallel to the longitudinal direction
and to a second direction perpendicular to the longitu-
dinal direction, said central plane passing through a
center of the central pad, said center being defined in a
third direction perpendicular to the longitudinal direc-
tion and the second direction.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be better understood upon reading the
following description, provided solely as an example and
done in reference to the appended figures, in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a damping device accord-

ing to one example of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a top view of a metal sheet, seen flat, designed

to be bent to form the damping device of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a coupling device, partially

shown, including the damping device of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG. 3 of the coupling device

during damping of an impact;

FIG. 5 is a view similar to FIG. 4 of the coupling device

of FIG. 3, at the end of damping of an impact.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows a damping device 10, designed to be
arranged behind a coupling device 14 of the railroad vehicle,
and designed to damp any impact in a first direction, called
longitudinal direction X.

Said coupling device 14 is shown in more detail in FIGS.
3 to 5. This coupling device 14 includes a first member 14A,
designed to be connected to the damping device 10 of a first
railroad vehicle, and a second member 14B connected to a
second railroad vehicle.

More particularly, the coupling device 14 includes a
planar fastening base 14A, forming said first member, and a
beam 14B, forming said second member, secured to the
planar base 14A, and extending from that planar base 14A
in the longitudinal direction X.

The beam 14B for example has a generally cylindrical
shape.

The damping device 10 includes a central pad 12,
designed to be secured with the planar fastening base 14A of
the coupling device, as shown in FIG. 3. To that end, the
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central pad 12 for example includes fastening orifices 16 for
the planar fastening base 14A.

The damping device 10 further includes two side wings
18, each formed by a thin plate, extending in a plane parallel
to the longitudinal direction X, and a second direction Z,
called vertical direction, perpendicular to the longitudinal
direction X. Thus, the side wings 18 extend perpendicular to
the central pad 12, and parallel to each other.

Each side wing 18 is said to be “thin”, because its
thickness in a third direction, called transverse direction Y,
perpendicular to the longitudinal direction X and the vertical
direction Z, is much smaller than its length, in the longitu-
dinal direction X, and its height in the vertical direction Z.

Advantageously, the side wings 18 are symmetrical to
each other, relative to a central plane parallel to the longi-
tudinal direction X and the vertical direction Z, that central
plane being defined as passing through the center of the
central pad 12, that center being defined in the transverse
direction Y.

Each side wing 18 includes at least one first longitudinal
region 20, secured to the central pad 12, and at least one
second longitudinal region 22, as well as, between each first
longitudinal region 20 and each second longitudinal region
22, a respective line of least resistance 24, separating said
first 20 and second 22 regions and extending over the side
wing 18 in the longitudinal direction X. The first longitu-
dinal region 20 is also called “deformable region”, and each
second longitudinal region 22 is also called “fastening
region”.

Each second longitudinal region 22 is designed to be
secured with said first railroad vehicle (not shown).

In the illustrated example, each side wing 18 includes two
second longitudinal regions 22, namely an upper second
longitudinal region and a lower second longitudinal region,
positioned on either side of the first longitudinal region 20
in the vertical direction Z.

Thus, the upper second longitudinal region is separated
from the first longitudinal region 20 by an upper line of least
resistance, and the lower second longitudinal region is
separated from the first longitudinal region 20 by a lower
line of least resistance. These upper and lower lines of least
resistance 24 for example extend parallel to each other, in
the longitudinal direction X.

Advantageously, each second longitudinal region 22 of
each side wing 18 includes a first part 26 (also called front
part), positioned on a first side of the central pad 12 in the
longitudinal direction X, and a second part 28 (also called
rear part), positioned on a second side of the central pad 12
in the longitudinal direction X. This second part 28 is
positioned on the same side of the central pad 12 as the first
longitudinal region 20.

Said first railroad vehicle is then designed to be secured
to the first part 26 of each second longitudinal region 22.
Such a connection by the first part 26 of the damping device
10 simplifies the disassembly and reassembly of that damp-
ing device 10, in particular in the case of a collision causing
deformation, i.e., the movement of the central pad 12
between the wings 18.

According to one alternative that is not shown, the side
wings 18 are incorporated into the chassis of the railroad
vehicle. Thus, in this example, the damping device 10 is an
integral part of the chassis of the railroad vehicle.

Advantageously, the central pad 12 has a height, in the
vertical direction Z, substantially equal to a height of the first
region 20 of each side wing 18 in that same vertical direction
Z.. Thus, the upper and lower lines of least resistance 24 are
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respectively situated in the extension of an upper 12A and
lower 12B edge of the central pad 12.

Advantageously, the damping device 10 includes a metal
foil, cut and folded so as to form the central pad 12 and the
side wings 18. This metal foil is shown, before folding, in
FIG. 2. It clearly appears that such a metal foil has a simple
structure, such that it is simple and cost-effective to produce.

Thus, a method for manufacturing the damping device 10
includes a step for cutting a metal foil to give it the shape
shown in FIG. 2, followed by a step for outlining grooves to
form the lines of least resistance 24, and a step for bending
the foil, by bending the side wings 18 at 90° from the central
pad 12, to delimit that central pad 12 and those side wings
18.

The coupling device 14 and the damping device 10 as
previously described are partially shown in FIG. 3.

As previously indicated, the coupling device 14 is secured
to the central pad 12, by means of the planar fastening base
14A in contact with that central pad 12.

Advantageously, the planar base 14A has a dimension, in
the transverse direction Y, smaller than the distance between
the side wings 18 in that same transverse direction Y. Thus,
any force exerted by the planar base 14A on the central pad
12 in the longitudinal direction X is oriented toward the
space delimited between the side wings 18. The movement
of the central pad 12 between the side wings 18 is then
ensured during deformation of the damping device 10, as
will be described below.

In case of impact in the longitudinal direction X, the
coupling device 14 transmits the force due to the impact to
the central pad 12, in the longitudinal direction X, via the
first member 14A.

The first part 26 of each second longitudinal region 22
being connected to the first railroad vehicle, the force due to
the impact is concentrated at the connecting points between
the central pad 12 and the second longitudinal regions 22.

However, the first parts 26 of these second longitudinal
regions 22 are positioned in front of the central pad 12, and
the lines of least resistance 24 are situated in the extension
of'the upper 12A and lower 12B edges of the central pad 12.
As a result, said connecting points form primers for tearing
of the side wings 18 along the lines of least resistance 24.

Thus, by moving the central pad 12 in the longitudinal
direction X, between the side wings 18, and keeping the first
parts 26 of the second regions 22 of those side wings 18
secured to said first railroad vehicle, the tearing along the
lines of least resistance 24 situated in the extension of the
upper 12A and lower 12B edges of the central pad 12 is
caused, as well as the deformation of the first regions 20 of
those side wings 18, as shown in FIG. 4.

It will be noted that this tearing is made possible by the
fact that the side wings 18 are formed by thin plates. The
thickness of these thin plates is chosen to be small enough
to allow tearing, but large enough for that tearing to require
relatively significant energy.

The energy necessary to perform the tearing of the side
wings 18 and the deformation of the longitudinal regions 20
is taken from the initial energy of the impact. In other words,
at least part of the energy of the impact is thus absorbed.

The tearing of the side wings 18 can thus continue until
each line of least resistance 24 is torn over substantially its
entire length, as shown in FIG. 5. It should be noted that the
bulk of the side wings 18 in the longitudinal direction X,
denoted L in FIG. 3, is substantially doubled between its
initial configuration (FIG. 3) and its final configuration (FIG.
5).
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It will be recalled that the side wings 18 are symmetrical
to each other, as previously indicated. It is thus ensured that
they deform symmetrically relative to each other during
absorption of the impact, therefore that said absorption of
the impact is evenly distributed between the two side wings
18. Furthermore, guiding of the movement of the first
member 14A in the longitudinal direction X is thus ensured.

It clearly appears that the absorption device 10 according
to the invention allows an effective absorption of energy due
to an impact, in particular because that absorption is done
substantially homogenously over the entire length of the side
wings 18, since the tearing of the lines of least resistance 24
is done substantially over the entire length.

It will be noted that the invention is not limited to the
embodiment previously described, but could include various
alternatives without going beyond the scope of the claims.

In particular, in one alternative, each side wing 18
includes several deformable regions 20, each deformable
region 20 then being surrounded by two fastening regions 22
on either side in the vertical direction Z. In that case, each
deformable region 20 is connected to the central pad 12, and
separated from the fastening regions 22 that surround it by
a respective line of least resistance 24.

According to another alternative, the damping device 10
could be formed by several elements attached to each other,
in particular a central pad attached and fastened on two
metal sheets forming the side wings.

The invention claimed is:

1. A damping device for a railroad vehicle coupling
device, designed to damp an impact in a longitudinal direc-
tion, including a central pad, designed to be secured with a
first member of the coupling device, and two side wings,
each formed by a thin plate extending in the longitudinal
direction, each side wing including:

at least one first longitudinal region, secured to the central

pad, configured to deform in case of impact

at least one second longitudinal region, designed to be

secured with a first railroad vehicle,

at least one line of least resistance, separating the first and

second longitudinal regions from each other, extending
over the side wing in the longitudinal direction, con-
figured to tear in case of impact.
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2. The damping device according to claim 1, wherein:

each side wing includes two second longitudinal regions,
i.e., an upper second longitudinal region and a lower
second longitudinal region, positioned on either side of
the first longitudinal region in a second direction sub-
stantially perpendicular to the longitudinal direction,

the upper second longitudinal region is separated from the
first longitudinal region by an upper line of least
resistance, and the lower second longitudinal region is
separated from the first longitudinal region by a lower
line of least resistance, the upper and lower lines of
least resistance extending parallel to each other, in the
longitudinal direction.

3. The damping device according to claim 1, comprising
a metal foil, said metal foil being cut and bent so as to form
the central pad and the side wings.

4. The damping device according to claim 1, wherein each
second longitudinal region of the side wings includes a first
part, positioned on a first side of the central pad in the
longitudinal direction, and a second part, positioned on a
second side of the central pad in the longitudinal direction,
said first part being designed to be secured to said first
railroad vehicle.

5. The damping device according to claim 1, wherein the
central pad includes fastening orifices for fastening said first
member to the coupling device.

6. The damping device according to claim 1, wherein the
central pad has a height, in a second direction perpendicular
to the longitudinal direction, substantially equal to a height
of the first region of each side wing in that same second
direction.

7. The damping device according to claim 6, wherein the
side wings extend perpendicular to the central pad, and
parallel to each other.

8. The damping device according to claim 7, wherein the
side wings are symmetrical to each other relative to a central
plane, parallel to the longitudinal direction and to a second
direction perpendicular to the longitudinal direction, said
central plane passing through a center of the central pad, said
center being defined in a third direction perpendicular to the
longitudinal direction and the second direction.
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